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On Tuesday, the 20th3 the troops paraded under arms for
inspection of the Sultan. That day the chief Amirs went out
to Raidaniyyeh, that is, the Amirs detailed for the expedition.
They went out in detachments fully armed (???). [92]
Takt Bai, Chief Chamberlain, was said to be excused for
ill-health, but most probably he went. The rest of the chief
Amirs of thousands started off, all the Amirs of Tablkhanah
and Tens, and the Egyptian troops; only a small number of
Amirs and soldiers remained behind.

There were more troops employed on this expedition than
under al-Ghuri, and this Sultan had displayed great energy
in making wagons and forging guns, in the manufacture of
muskets, and the raising of a very large number of musketeers.
In all this he showed a great amount of energy and
high purpose, hoping that Allah would give him the victory
over Ibn 'Othman, for the latter had attacked the Egyptian
army without provocation, and for every tyrant there exists
somewhere a place or mode of death.

The Sultan gave orders that when they fought in three days'
time the big elephants should accompany the troops into
battle. On their departure that day the Sultan rode from his
camp to the Mastabah at Raidaniyyeh, the place where the
rations Vere served out. He sat there while a great concourse
of men assembled under arms, covering the whole plain.
There also were gathered the great majority of the common
people, and even the women ; shouts were raised and prayers
uttered for victory for the Sultan. It was a memorable day,
and when the Sultan looked at the troops he did not inspect
them there, but proclaimed that the troops of all ranks were
to assemble at Salihiyyeh for inspection, and that he would
not go there until after the troops were assembled, and that
he would then return to the citadel; the latter was the proper
course to take.

On Thursday, the 24th, the Sultan was still at Raidaniyyeh,
and on that day the remnant of the troops left. There was
no excuse for their departure being prolonged, the Sultan
having urged them to start with the utmost dispatch.